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background:  Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most common arrhythmia, highly present in our clinical practice. In pacemaker patients, AF is 
often underdiagnosed and undertreated. In this study we evaluate if our patients with dual chamber pacemakers are adequately treated by 
oral anticoagulation(OAC) when AF is detected. 
Methods:  We collected demographic and clinical data in patients with DDDR pacemakers who went to the cardiology consultation (Oct´11-
Oct´12). Subsequently, a follow-up period was performed, detecting the presence of AF. We checked every pacemaker, taking advance of 
diagnostic algorithms of the devices. We evaluated if patients were taking OAC, and if there was any therapeutic approach when AF was 
detected. 
results: The sample included 349 patients with DDDR pacemakers. Mean follow-up was 19 months. Baseline characteristics are shown 
in the table. AF was detected in 100 patients (29%), the follow-up treatment are shown in the graphic. Regarding OAC, 27 patients didn´t 
begin any OAC therapy, despite having CHA2DS2VASc score indication. The predictor variables associated with the decision to opt for 
OAC were age, previous bleeding and NSAID´s taking. 
Conclusion:  AF prevalence in patients with dual chamber pacemakers is high and can be easily detected if we make an appropriate 
monitoring. Also, a big percentage of patients with AF were not anticoagulated despite having indication for it. Age, previous bleeding and 
NSAID´s taking can predict the decision of OAC in these patients.
